
Claypaint complements 
medieval timber building

Products -  Claypaint
Project    -  Master’s House in Ledbury, Herefordhsire

The Grade II* listed building features a beautiful timber frame 
dating back to 1487, which was central to the architects’ brief 
to interpret and retain the integrity of the property. Originally 
the home of the Masters of St Katherine’s Hospital1 estate, 
the building had been altered many times over the centuries. 
Most recently, it was a doctor’s surgery but it had lain empty 
for several years and was designated a ‘Building at Risk’.

Owner, Herefordshire Council, developed a unique restoration 
project2, valued at over £4m which engaged the local 
community. The aim was to restore the Master’s House to 
create a new, accessible home for its customer service centre 
and library. The challenge was to incorporate sympathetically 
the varied elements from across the centuries into a building 
for the 21st Century.

The medieval hall remains inside a brick envelope, built mostly 
during 18th and 19th century alterations. Once inside, the 
extraordinary timber frame can be seen in all its glory.

Conservation Architect Gary Butler, of Butler Hegarty 
Architects, said: “Many original wattle and daub panels have 
been retained; some required repair or replacement. In the 
main hall, the panels were left as unpainted, self-coloured 
clay daub walls. 

“All other internal retained walls from later centuries and the 
lath and plaster ceilings were finished with lime plaster and 
painted with Earthborn Claypaint.  

“Clay is moisture permeable and we wanted to be sure that 
all materials used were fully compatible with the clay, lime 
plaster and other historic building materials.

“It is particularly important for the medieval timbers that the 

Peeling back the layers of hundreds of years of alterations revealed a striking 
medieval hall at the heart of the Master’s House in Ledbury, Herefordshire.



Site Manager Ed Mandrell of main contractor Speller 
Metcalfe, said: “The Earthborn palette includes many 
shades which suit the vernacular feel of the Master’s 
House. The decorators were happy with the paints’ ease 
of use and finished effect.”

Earthborn Claypaint and Eggshell are available in 72 
standard shades. Bespoke colours can be developed 
through the nationwide network of Earthborn stockists 
such as Clusters Emporium which supplied the Master’s 
House project. 

For further information visit: 
www.earthbornpaints.co.uk 

www.butlerhegartyarchitects.co.uk
www.spellermetcalfe.com

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/mastershouse

humidity in the building remains as stable as possible. We 
specified Earthborn Claypaint because of its hygroscopic 
properties. When the air is damp, Claypaint absorbs 
moisture, and when the air is drier it enables excess 
moisture from the walls to evaporate away. The paint 
works with the breathable clay and lime plaster to naturally 
regulate the humidity of the internal environment.”

Claypaint is a unique clay based emulsion, made using 
advanced technology to maximise the natural properties 
of clay. The result is a high performance, highly breathable 
paint that covers exceptionally well and gives a distinctive, 
ultra matt finish.

Being free of oils and acrylics, Claypaint does not give 
off any toxic emissions and VOCs, making it safer for the 
health of building occupants as well as the environment. 
Its eco credentials include the stringent EU Ecolabel.

Earthborn Eggshell was specified for the woodwork of 
later additions to the building, such as skirtings, window 
linings and other joinery. Complementing Claypaint, 
this breathable Eggshell is also oil and acrylic free. It 
dries quickly to a classic silk sheen and gives a flexible, 
hardwearing finish that does not yellow with time.

Fifteen Claypaint and Eggshell colours were selected to 
create a range of effects in different parts of the 
Master’s House. 

Earthborn
info@earthbornpaints.co.uk
www.earthbornpaints.co.uk

Get in touch to find out more about Earthborn and 
we’ll turn somersaults to supply whatever you need.

Claypaint complements medieval timber building

Friend us and/or follow us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/earthbornpaints

Front page (top) - Grade II* listed Master’s House features 
a timber framed medieval hall hidden inside later brick 
additions. (Photo: Tim Crocker)

Front page (bottom) - The library room ceiling features 
Claypaint Marbles. (Photo: Tim Crocker).

This page (left) - The main hall’s wattle and daub panels 
feature self-coloured clay. At first floor height, the doors 
and surrounds were painted with Claypaint and Earthborn 
Eggshell in Trilby, a dark shade, to appear as voids in the 
framing. (Photo: Tim Crocker)

This page (below) - In the library’s computer work area, the 
lime plastered daub panels are painted with Mittens shade 
of Claypaint and the ceiling in Marbles Claypaint. (Photo: 
Tim Crocker)

1 The Master’s House is part of the wider St Katherine’s hospital site, which includes a chapel, hall, barn and almshouses, and is a rare, surviving example of a medieval hospital complex.
2  The project, which was funded by Herefordshire Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund, achieved a high level of community buy-in and helped promote the positive side of the construction industry. 

It has helped tradesmen gain conservation experience, kick started the careers of apprentices and involved volunteers of all ages.


